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unfamiliar technical terms. Finally an old catalogue of the
Bombay Branch of the Army and Navy Stores was brought
out and we were all kept busy trying to find descriptions and
prices for various small machines. The amassing of gadgets
was evidently a ruling passion with the abbot of Himi; this
characteristic of his was even remarked on by De Filippi
years before. His room was full of knick-knacks, none of
them in working order. As soon as we had dealt with one
problem to the best of our ability, he produced another and it
was apparent that this was to go on the whole afternoon. We
felt that if we stayed much longer in this lunatic atmosphere
we might ourselves go crazy, so after a hurried whisper of con-
sultation, one of us deflected the next proffered gadget with a
desperate parry and we all three rose and bowed our farewells
as briefly as Tibetan etiquette would allow, and filed into the
outer air. But even that seemed to be pervaded with anniasma
of mouldy decay. After leaving Himi a full day passed before
the nightmare atmosphere created by the sight of the old Raja
could be shaken off.

The Tisit to Himi made us feel very downcast and we grudged
every minute that had to be spent in the neighbourhood.
Nevertheless it was too late to continue our journey the same
day, so we had to sleep one more night there before we could
shake its dust from our feet. The old bursar, who, gross as he
was, did his best to be hospitable, gave us a supply of rice,
butter and tea for the road. It was our intention not to return
to Leh by the same track, but to penetrate beyond the Ladak
range by an 18,000 foot pass, the Chang La or North Pass.

Apart from the interest of seeing new country, we wished to
call on another important Lama, the Abbot of Sgang-Ngon
Gompa, which is situated not very far from Leh, at P'hiyang.
Later on we spent a very happy time there. This dignitary,
who ruled over Yuru and a number of minor dependencies in
addition to P'hiyang, was believed to be staying at the distant
Gompa of Satsukul two days beyond the Chang La. He
enjoyed a reputation for holiness which, after seeing Himi, we
might have doubted, but for the. fact that Khan Muhammad
Din himself had described him as a sincere, God-fearing man.
There is none whose certificate of godliness could be more safely
relied on than that of the Khan. If he used the term " God-
fearing " it was because he himself knew what that meant.